RALPH    RASHLEIGH
if fate were eager to give him all the assistance he needed
for his schemes, for he met almost at once one of his one-
time companions in prison, who had only recently been
discharged and was penniless. He was ready for anything
that would make him some money, and gladly agreed to
Rashleigh's proposal. He also undertook to find, that night,
a hackney coachman who could be relied upon to do what
he was told and keep silent.
Rashleigh's plan being now complete, he decided to act
at once. At midnight they went to the house, with the
necessary housebreaking implements, and Rashlelgh entered
it by means of the circular coal-plate in the pavement, this
being the only detail which had necessitated an associate*
The other man replaced the coal-plate, and walked away,
the understanding being that he should return in half an
hour. In less than half the time he had allowed Rashleigh
had removed all the plate from the pantry and had locked
himself, with his-spoil beside him, in the cellar. No hitch
occurred. His confederate received the plate through the
coal-hole, Rashleigh climbed out, the coal-plate was replaced,
and the pair drove to a furnished room at Paddington which
he had rented the day before.
Next day he went to a famous fence in Saint Mary Axe^
and came away with two hundred pounds, which he shared
with his accomplice.